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Office of General Counsel, Rules Docket Clerk
Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7= Street SW, Room 10276

Washington, DC 20410-0500

Re: HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01, RIN 2501-AD89 Comments in Response to
Proposed Rulemaking: Housing and Community Development Act of 1980:
Verification of Eligible Status

Dear Sir/Madam:

| am writing on behalf of the North Carolina Housing Coalition, and its
members in response to the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s
(HUD) proposed rule to express our strong opposition to the changes regarding
"verification of eligible status,” published in the Federal Register on May 10, 2019
(RIN 2501-AD89; HUD Docket No. FR-6124-P-01). At a time when cities across the
hation face a housing crisis, this proposed rule change will lead to increased
homelessness and evictions, rather than creating new housing. We urge the rule
to be withdrawn in its entirety, and that HUD’s long-standing regulations remain
in effect.

The North Carolina Housing Coalition’s mission is to lead a movement to
ensure that every North Carolinian has a home in which to live with dignity and
opportunity. In North Carolina there are 347,105 Extremely Low-Income (ELI)
households but only 150,874 affordable rental homes available to them. That is a
gap of 196,231 units in the North Carolina that are available and affordable.
Nearly 70% of all of North Carolina’s ELI households are severely cost-burdened,
meaning they pay more than half of their income on housing.! The result is
housing instability, evictions, and in the worst cases homelessness.

HUD's own Regulatory Impact Analysis of the proposed rule will not
further HUD's mission to “create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and
quality affordable homes for all.”? In fact, the proposed rule will do the exact
opposite, reducing the quantity of affordable homes on the market. The analysis
concludes that fewer, not more, families are likely to receive assistance as a result
of the rule.® The real issue is the lack of sufficient funding to ensure that every
family has access to one of the most basic of human rights—a safe place to call
home.

North Carolina Housing Coalition
5800 Faringdon PI. « Raleigh, NC 27609
Phone 919.881.0707 « Fax 919.881.0350 + www.nchousing.org



Page 2 July 8, 2019

Further, HUD notes that the rule change “would lead to prompt
evacuation by most mixed households, whether that fear is justified.”* Therefore,
this rule would effectively evict as many as 108,000 individuals in mixed status
families (in which nearly 3 out of 4 are eligible for assistance) from programs
covered by the proposed rule.® These mass evictions and departures from housing
assistance will cause increased rates of homelessness and unstable housing.®

Secretary Carson stated that HUD has promulgated the proposed rule in
an effort to address the waitlist crisis for subsidized housing faced by most Public
Housing Authorities nationwide.” There is a public housing and Section 8 waitlist
crisis,® but the proposed rule would exacerbate, not solve it. What is needed are
more resources to increase the number of vouchers and invest in new housing
production, not the eviction of existing voucher holders.

Additionally, this rule would specifically endanger children by limiting
access to housing assistance for families with children. HUD estimates that 55,000
children will be displaced and at-risk of homelessness as a result of
implementation of this rule. Child and youth homelessness continues to skyrocket
in the United States — the U.S. Department of Education identified 1.3 million
homeless children in the 2016-2017, which is a 70 percent increase since the
2007-2008 school year.®

We need policies that expand, not reduce, access to stable homes for
families. As we stated above, we are opposed to the proposed rule and its impact
of exacerbating the national housing crisis with increased homelessness and
evictions. We urge HUD to immediately withdraw its current proposal, and
dedicate its efforts to advancing policies that increase —rather than decrease—
access to safe, decent, and affordable housing.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the proposed
rulemaking. Please do not hesitate to contact Samuel Gunter to provide further
information.

Samuel Gunter

g >
__Executive Director
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