
The Steven Whitesell Professional of the Year of the Year Award is given for 
making a significant impact on affordable housing through professional 
involvement by demonstrating efforts above and beyond normal role or duties as 
a housing Professional. 
 
The 2012 Steven Whitesell Professional of the Year of the Year Award goes to 
Martha Are. 
 
Martha has been with the NC Department of Health and Human Services for nine 
years in various positions involving housing and homelessness policy and 
programs. Martha currently manages the Housing and Homelessness Unit in the 
DHHS Division of Aging and Adult Services. Martha oversees day-to-day 
operations of the Targeting Program, the Emergency Solutions Grant Program 
and the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program.  
 
She has been an integral partner with the recent NCHFA Section 811 PRA grant 
submission and DHHS activity related to the new Transitions to Community 
Living Initiative. Martha provides staff support to the N.C. Interagency Council for 
Coordinating Homeless Programs and serves as the point person for 
Departmental partnerships.  
 
Martha has a national reputation regarding homeless policy and programming 
and has been an instrumental advocate in North Carolina regarding increased 
access to affordable housing for persons with disabilities and the homeless, and 
implementation of best practices to meet the supportive service and housing 
needs of these populations. 
 
Martha has a long history of being an important ally to the Coalition and CHIN. 
She was largely responsible for establishing the Balance of State COC, and was 
involved in expanding SOAR and the state’s 10 year plan to end homelessness. 
 
Martha was responsible for the implementation of NCHousingSearch.com. If she 
hadn’t secured funding from ICCHP it may not have ever started. 
 
When Julia Bick, then DHHS’ Housing Coordinator, became ill in 2009, Martha 
unofficially took on her duties for more than a year and helped make sure the 
partnership between the Finance Agency and DHHS kept going. At the same 
time, she took on designing HPRP from scratch – working both at OERI and 
DHHS, which involved creating program parameters, designing the application, 
interviewing all applicants, reviewing submitted applications, drafting an 
operations manual, collaborating with NCHFA, executing contracts, providing 
trainings, performing field audits, and hiring a staff person. HUD recognized 
North Carolina’s program as one of the best in the country. 



 
She had a crucial role on several studies/reports, including the Plan for Efficient 
and Effective Use of State Resources in the Financing and Development of 
Independent and Supportive-living Apartments for Persons with Disabilities, 
submitted March 2009. 
 
ESG was transferred to her with little notice, and she had responsibility for 
implementing the HEARTH Act change to Emergency Solutions Grant. 
 
Martha watched over the Targeting and Key Programs as the number of tenants 
and units grew with same staff in place – still managing to identify trends within 
referral agencies that indicate better practices. 
 
She has been very involved with the Department of Justice housing discussions 
and worked for DHHS and the Governor’s office to bring different options to the 
table. 
 
One of her proudest recent accomplishments is the creation of a new tenancy 
support service option to help persons with disabilities access and maintain 
permanent, independent housing. 
 
Dempsey Benton, who worked with Martha at OERI, highlighted her ability to 
take poorly defined federal projects/programs/funding streams, understand them, 
clarify them with federal partners, and then translate them into good solid 
workable programs at the state and local level.  
 
She is also able to present information to local and state leaders in a very 
professional manner – even when those same leaders really didn’t want to hear 
it. She is able to create an understanding of what needs to be done – even if it 
sounds far-fetched – and make sure that partners do it. She also follows up on 
the back end to make sure the understanding reached stays in place. Martha is 
passionate about affordable housing and she channels that passion into tangible 
results. 
 
The bottom line is just about any time the state has done something right with 
regard to the housing needs of persons with disabilities or the homeless over the 
last few years, Martha has been there.  She works tirelessly, always adding 
value, staying true to her principles, and never seeks recognition or reward.  In 
this way she is similar to Julia Bick, who was the very first Whitesell Award 
winner in 2002. 
 
It is my great pleasure to present this award to Martha Are. 
 


