
The Sister Barbara Sullivan Volunteer of the Year Award is given for devotion 
and commitment to finding viable solutions and improving housing conditions for 
low-income families through personal commitment and sacrifice as a volunteer. 
 
The 2012 Sister Barbara Sullivan Volunteer of the Year Award goes to  
Kathy Izard. 
 
Kathy Izard is a community volunteer who was the inspiration and driving force 
behind Moore Place, Charlotte's first permanent supportive housing program for 
chronically homeless, disabled men & women. In the midst of a terrible 
recession, Kathy successfully led the capital campaign for Moore Place, raising 
$10.5 million and proving that our community could rally behind this much-
needed affordable housing option for the most vulnerable in Charlotte. 
 
Moore Place has been open 6 months, and we’re already seeing remarkable 
transformations in the lives of our tenants. Thanks to Kathy's vision and tenacity, 
85 men and women are no longer sleeping under bridges and on street corners - 
they are at home at Moore Place.  
 
Kathy devoted two years of her time and talent to the capital campaign, 
sacrificing time with her family for the greater good of our community. The mother 
of four daughters and owner of a graphics design firm, Kathy Izard first 
volunteered in Charlotte’s Urban Ministry Center soup kitchen beginning in 1996.  
In 2005, she raised $25,000 to create a community garden at UMC, where 
homeless people and community volunteers could work side by side.  In 2006 
she joined the UMC Board, and in 2007 she created “True Blessings,” a 
luncheon that attracted 1000 people the first year and has grown to be the 
agency’s most important fundraising activity. In January 2008 UMC launched 
Homeless to Homes (H2H), a pilot program for the chronically homeless & 
disabled, based on the “Housing First” supportive housing concept. Kathy was 
named H2H director and quickly set to work researching successful housing 
models in NYC, Seattle and other cities.  Within five months, she led the team 
that transitioned 14 homeless men and women off the streets and into 
apartments, thus proving the model could work here in Charlotte.     
 
With her marketing talents and tireless passion, Kathy changed the public 
conversation about housing homeless people. She proved that housing creates 
far better outcomes at a fraction of the cost of other ineffective methods of shelter 
such as emergency rooms and jail cells. In late 2008, UMC launched a capital 
campaign to build Moore Place for 85 chronically homeless men and women, a 
first for Charlotte.  Defying the odds, Kathy led a successful $10 million capital 
campaign during the worst economy since the Depression.  Her work continued.  
In February 2010, she organized a team of 115 volunteers, the largest such effort 



ever in the U.S., to fan out under bridges and into tent camps and abandoned 
buildings to find every chronically homeless person in Charlotte.  This data 
helped identify the first Moore Place residents as well as better inform and guide 
public policy decisions.  Moore Place opened in early 2012; thanks to Kathy’s 
tireless passion, 85 men and women now call the building “home.” Plans are 
underway to add 35 units to Moore Place to meet the needs of Charlotte’s large 
chronic homeless population. 
 
Kathy Izard has changed how Charlotte cares for homeless people.  She has 
shown us we are more alike than different.  She has shown us hope, where 
hopelessness had long defined the issue.  She has opened eyes, softened 
hearts, and hardened community determination to find solutions to the problem of 
chronic homelessness.   She has shown us how one person, with resolve, can 
make a difference.   
 
It’s my pleasure to present this award to Kathy. Due to a prior family engagement 
Kathy is unable to accept this award in person, but Caroline Chambre (Shom-
bray), who nominated her, will be accepting the award on her behalf. 
 


