
The Bill Rowe Service to Affordable Housing Award recognizes a significant 
commitment and impact on affordable housing over the course of a career.  
 
The 2012 Bill Rowe Service to Affordable Housing Award goes to Chris Estes. 
 
Chris served as Executive Director of the North Carolina Housing Coalition for 
nearly a decade.  Before heading the Coalition, Chris worked for CAHEC, DHIC, 
and other Triangle area nonprofits.  Because of his considerable knowledge of 
affordable housing, his dedication to social justice, and strong leadership, he has 
helped to make the NC Housing Coalition one of the most effective and well-
respected state housing advocacy groups in the nation. 
 
In July, Chris left North Carolina to become President and CEO of the National 
Housing Conference.  No doubt they had heard of his achievements in North 
Carolina!  He will continue his dedication to safe, affordable housing by leading 
NHC’s policy and advocacy work both in Washington and throughout the country. 
 
During Chris’ tenure at NC Housing Coalition, the organization grew 
exponentially, both in size and in impact. When he took the job, he was leading a 
staff of two with a budget of $280,000.    Now, the Coalition has a staff of 18 and 
a budget of $1.7 million.  
 
Chris was vital in the creation of the Carolina Homeless Information Network.  
CHIN is now a statewide system, connecting homeless service providers in all 
100 counties and producing an unduplicated count of homeless in our state. 
 
Chris has always known the power of collaborative work.  As a result of his 
leadership, the Coalition partners with Legal Aid of North Carolina to present 
foreclosure prevention workshops throughout the state.  The Coalition also works 
with the NC Justice Center and the NC Fair Housing Project to present Fair 
Housing Trainings to tenants and landlords. 
 
At the Coalition, Chris labored tirelessly to protect and grow the North Carolina 
Housing Trust Fund.  He was instrumental in the development of the Campaign 
for Housing Carolina, to educate lawmakers and the public on the positive impact 
of the trust fund.  He helped to secure over 80 state and local endorsing 
agencies and businesses and built strong partnerships with members of the 
General Assembly.   
 
Chris worked on countless other housing advocacy efforts during his time at the 
Coalition.   

 He helped lead the fight for greater consumer protections in manufactured 
housing.   



 He successfully campaigned for fair property taxation for Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit developments and for Community Land Trust 
properties.  

 He led the advocacy efforts for the creation of the Home Protection Pilot 
Program.   

 He fought to ensure that affordable housing was a priority in legislation for 
mass transit expansion.   

 He helped to put in place statewide standards for rental housing and add 
affordable housing as a protected class in North Carolina’s Fair Housing 
Law.   

And, these are just a few of his legislative achievements.   
 
 Among his other achievements: 

 In 2007 he co-authored the report: The Economic Cost of Substandard 
Housing Conditions among North Carolina Children.  

 In 2008 he was named a Local Urban Community Advisor for the Triangle 
Chapter of the Urban Land Institute and a Fannie Mae Fellow.  

 In 2011 he joined the Board of Directors of the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition. 

 In 2012 he was named to the Board of Directors of the Charlotte Branch of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond. 
   

He has been busy! 
 
We asked some of Chris’ colleagues to tell us about Chris and the impact of his 
work in North Carolina. 
 
They describe him as: “the consummate advocate”, “a strong spokesperson”, 
“extremely committed”, “a reliable and articulate partner”, and “a champion for 
our work”. 
 
But no one could put it better than last year’s recipient of this award, Paul Stock: 
 
“Chris moved the needle...thousands of people are safely sheltered 
because of him.  It is hard to imagine a more worthy recipient of this great 
recognition.” 
 
For his extraordinary leadership in advancing affordable housing in North 
Carolina, we are privileged to present this award to Chris Estes. 
 


